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Item 4.01. Changes in Registrant’s Certifying Accountant.

On April 15, 2025, KPMG LLP (“KPMG”), the current independent registered public accounting firm of Aptose Biosciences Inc. (the “Company”),
informed the Company that it will not stand for re-appointment for the Company’s 2025 annual audit. The Company anticipates that KPMG will continue
to review its quarterly interim financial results through the first two fiscal quarters of 2025. The Company has initiated a process to appoint a new
independent registered public accounting firm.

KPMG did not seek the Company’s consent to its decision to not stand forre-appointment as the Company’s independent registered public
accounting firm. As a result, neither the Company’s Board of Directors nor the Audit Committee of the Company’s Board of Directors participated in
KPMG’s decision.

KPMG issued unqualified reports on the Company’s consolidated financial statements for the fiscal years ended December 31, 2024 and 2023. The
Company is a “smaller reporting company”, so KPMG was not required to prepare reports on the effectiveness of the Company’s internal control over
financial reporting for the years ended December 31, 2024 and 2023.

During the Company’s fiscal years ended December 31, 2024 and 2023, and the subsequent interim period through April 15, 2025, there were no:
(1) “disagreements” between the Company and KPMG within the meaning of Item 304(a)(1)(iv) of Regulation S-K on any matter of accounting principles
or practices, financial statement disclosure, or auditing scope or procedures, which disagreements if not resolved to their satisfaction would have caused
them to make reference in connection with their opinion to the subject matter of the disagreement, or (2) “reportable events” within the meaning of Item
304(a)(1)(v) of Regulation S-K, except that KPMG communicated to the Company its views regarding the material weakness in its internal control over
financial reporting as disclosed in Part II, Item 9A of the Company’s Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2024 pertaining to its accounting
for complex financial instruments, specifically with regards to warrants. The Company has authorized KPMG to respond fully to the inquiries of the
successor independent registered public accounting firm, once one is engaged.

In accordance with Item 304(a)(3) of Regulation S-K, the Company provided KPMG with a copy of the disclosures it is making in this Current
Report on Form 8-K and requested from KPMG a letter addressed to the Securities and Exchange Commission indicating whether it agrees with such
disclosures. A copy of KPMG’s letter dated April 21, 2025 is attached as Exhibit 16.1 hereto.

Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits

Exhibit Number Description
16.1 Letter from KPMG LLP to the Securities and Exchange Commission

104 Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)



SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned
hereunto duly authorized.

Aptose Biosciences Inc.

Date: April 21, 2025 By: /s/ William G. Rice

William G. Rice, Ph.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer



Exhibit 16.1

KPMG

KPMG LLP

100 New Park Place, Suite 1400
Vaughan, ON L4K 0J3

Tel 905-265 5900

Fax 905-265 6390
www.kpmg.ca

To: United States Securities and Exchange Commission
April 21, 2025
Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Notice of Change of Auditors of Aptose Biosciences Inc.
We have read the Notice of Aptose Biosciences Inc. in this Form8-K dated April 21, 2025 and are in agreement with the statements contained in such
Notice.

Yours very truly,

Kims “*
/”'_—_

April 21, 2025

KPMG LLP, an Ontario limited liability partnership and member firm of the KPMG global
organization of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International Limited, a
private English company limited by guarantee. KPMG Canada provides services to KPMG
LLP.
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